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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Communications

SUBJECT: _Semi-Automatic Agent Commmications Set,
As-3 (Project 2108)

REFERENCE 3 Memorandum for Chairman, DD/P Materiel Board
through Chief, WE Division from D/CO, dated
30 July 1957, subject: Establishment of Priority
for Development and Production of Semi-Automatic
Agent Communications Set AS-3 (Project 21.08)

1. The development of an agent communications set as described
in Project 2108 will fulfill a major operational deficiency of the
Clandestine Services. The DD/P Materiel Board agrees that such
development should carry a high priority. The availability of
production models of such a system by December 1958 is highly
desirable provided that such early delivery is not at the sacrifice
of deliberate and thorough engineering and operatiocnal testing of
prototype or pre-production models of the completed system.

2. The Materiel Board cannot establish numerical requirements
for initial procurement wntil such time as sufficient testing of
prototype equipment has been conducted to determine the operational
suitablility of the system. Bowever, in order to assist the Office
of Commmnications establish the magnitude of probable use should

. the set prove operationally suitsble, the Board Secretariat has

« polled the Area Divisions for their estimates. The results of
this survey are attached. It was the understanding of all Divisions
that such estimates were for planning purposes and would not
constitute a firm requirement or commitment.,

50X1

Thomas H. Karamessines
Chairman
DD/P Materiel Board

Attachment:
Estimate of Area Division Requirements
for Agent Conmo Set AS=3
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Agent Comundentions Sycten AB-3

RED: [z=orendun for @ D/C0 fran the Chmircsn, DY/P Datoriel Poord, doted
9 Scptezivor 1957, Bomn Bubjoct ‘ ’

1. Tho esticntes sot forth in tho ottochoont to the refercnes hove beon
roted ond vill Be uscd ot the oppropriate tire in diseussions vith the con- |
. troctor. )

2. It oceurs to ©o that thic ic a good opportunity to provids o briof :
rcport on i £A5-3 situation oinec o mr-bor of factors have dovelopsd uhich !
bear to vnrying degroes upon our objective. ‘

i

3. %ho contractor's reply to our quostions regarding o cpocd to et
® b dectilino of Drecobor 1958 vao unsaticfrcotory to 1o sineo I can:izgemd tho |
coots reculiing from his propocol to bo axorbitent. Upon boing 6o cdviced, F
however, the contrector roviced hic idens comwhot erd hao promicad dolivory
of en cngzinzoring mofol touard the ond of Scptaubor end o prototype botvesn |
s 1 cnd 15 Tovedor. te vill cocommee nosotintions subsequent to tho rocoipt ;
end teoting of the engincering codel ot vhich tirs wo vill roquest o proposal .’
baced upon the coticnte furnished in thoe reference. |
|

k. At adbout the oces tic: it vill bo nocessory t rocelve proposals for
o compinion reeeivor. Althoush the £inal docisclon hoo not beon ronchod, 4t i
* is very ldkely that tho reeciver oolected vwill Bo o vorsion of the trensioctorized |
S0 IR-11 cerics. Cost eotiratos on thin s well on tho A8-3 will bo furnished |
the Board oo coon oo thay oro firo.

quircaent boo boen roduced sorrhnt pined it 4s not plonwed noy to deronstrote
thig cquipment prior to Iy 1959. I eansidor this fortursie since thio will

offord us o precter period during vhteh the production modol eon bo opore-
tionnlly cvalimtod. :

|
i
5. You vill rote from tho ctteehsd esblen thot the urgohey of our re- '
|

ORIGINATED BY: | - 17 Sept. 'ST 50X1 |
DIST: Original & 1 with 1 copy of each attachment Addressee :

1 OC-P {DD/P Mat. Bd.) H. II. eCLILLAID ;
1 0C-P chrono *
Attochront:  (2) |
1. DIR 33692 zm 85121)
2. 10D 3158 (13 b1286)
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